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provenienţei, fără nici o intervenţie care să justifice exemplificarea sau critica prin aportul creator al autorului care preia 
şi însuşirea acestora într-o lucrare ulterioară celei autentice. 
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Tehnic, plagiatul are la bază conceptul de piesă de creaţie care2: 

„…este un element de comunicare prezentat în formă scrisă, ca text, imagine sau combinat, care posedă un subiect, o 
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de creaţie presupune în mod necesar o formă de exprimare specifică unei persoane. Piesa de creaţie se poate asocia cu 
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3 ISOC, D. Prevenitor de plagiat. Cluj-Napoca: Ecou Transilvan, 2014. 
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EUROPEAN TOURISM INDUSTRY IN THE FRAME OF EUROPEAN
INTEGRATION PROCESS

Alexandru, Boboc-Cojocaru

Abstract:
Issues of European tourism industry have become to the fore in recent years, partly as a result of

political and economic moves towards increasing European integration and unity. Having into
considerations these facts, we propose in this article to analyze the importance of the tourism industry in the
sustainable development process and to see how peoples choose to spend their holidays in different places of
the world, in function of the some factors that assure a sustainable tourism.

Key words: tourism, sustainable development, European challenges, integration process.

JEL Classification: A0, O1, Q5

1. The connection between tourism and sustainable development
In time, the concept of sustainable development has witnessed many attempts to

define but it seems interesting that the Brundtland Commission that says: „the essence of
sustainable development is the way we must organize ourselves so as to consume land
resources to satisfy our own needs and aspirations so as to not compromise the
expectations of future generations to satisfy at the turn their needs”1.

We believe that sustainable development is a very dynamic concept with many
dimensions and interpretations, seen as a permanent process of change, very connected to
the local area needs and priorities. The fact that many proffesionals do not need a single
definition of this concept leads naturally to an awareness that no matter how we define, the
problem is the same and is called: the need to ensure a sustainable future to the world
peoples and to the planet Earth. To achieve this goal there must be a broad international
cooperation, a very careful management of the process, political implication and much
dedication. In short, all these involve the changing of behaviors of individuals so as to
contribute of an economic growth based on sustainable development. Active involvement
of people can be realized:

- Acting for poverty eradication, changing unsustainable patterns of consumption
and production, protection and management of natural resources for economic
and social development;

- Promoting dialogue and cooperation, regardless of race, illness, religion,
language, culture and tradition;

- Acting for stable partnerships with all major groups, respecting the independent
roles of each of them;

- Providing assistance and participating in programs of sustainable development.
So, the human resources can contribute to the sustainable development process if

they acting on the directions set out above. A very important sector that should be taken

1 In terms of this definition, paraphrase, in short – for a clearer understanding – a variant of The Fable of the Golden
Duck, of Aesop. Under it, once was a poor farmer that could hardly maintain his numerous family. He prayed constantly
for help and in a night his prayers has brought an answer through a dream. It said that the next morning he will have to go
to the village and to buy the first duck that he will see and if he take care of it, it will make every day a golden egg which
will benefit his children and descendants. The next morning, the poor farmer went to market as instructed in the dream
and went home first duck that has seen it in the market. In the second morning, to his great joy, he found near the duck a
gold egg, small and brilliant. The same thing happened the next morning. The farmer was now quite rich and happy but
soon began to be envious of the village chief who was richer than him. So, he wanted to become the richerest with the
help of his duck. He had forced the duck, successfully, to make two eggs every morning and then even three. But soon,
the exhausted duck has died. The duck from this story is undoubtedly the generous benefits of natural resources. If we use
them as required by sustainable development, without avarice, they will satisfy our needs without compromising the
ability of survivors and satisfy their needs.
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some measures in this regard is the tourism. This is a rapidly developing sphere of human
activity, reflecting the changing economic and social conditions witch underlie modern
views of individual freedom of expressions through consumer choice, and the new
technologies of transport and data communications which make it possible for large
number of people to spend their leisure in distant places.

All these changes present both opportunities and challenges for the tourism industry.
Five key issues or challenges can be identified from the literature (Faulkner, Moscardo,
Laws, 2001):

- The need to get more accurate and uniform statistics on the size and economic
contributions of tourism;

- Pressure to compete more effectively with other recreational and entertainment
options. This is particularly a challenge for many small and medium enterprises
that make up a substantial part of the tourism industry in many destinations;

- The need to deal with increasing diversity amongst tourists. We refer here to the
fact that the markets for tourism will become increasingly diverse in terms of
cultural backgrounds, age, family structures and experience, creating challenges
for te development of products and the management of the interaction between
tourists and hosts and tourists and other tourists;

- The need to ensure that infrastructure development and maintenance keep pace
with growing demand. We mention that, in this case, infrastructure refers not just
to the transport systems and built facilities, but also to the trening and education
of the human resources of tourism;

- The need to ensure sustainable tourism development. This becomes a dominant
philosophy, with the preservation of social and environmental assets and the well-
being of the host community becoming primary objectives. Hunter C. introduced
four different approaches to sustainable development based on the four types of
sustainability (Hunter, 2001):

Characteristics of the very weak sustainability type or tourism imperative scenario
Status: tourism at its early stages
Criteria: tourism activities do not generate more degradation
Benefits: tourism is an alternative form of development; creates more employment;

increase environmental protection
Costs: creates certain antagonistic impacts

Characteristics of the weak sustainability type or product-led tourism scenario
Status: tourism is developed
Criteria: sustain tourism activities and develop new products
Benefits: improvement of the local economy and employment; assist preservation

practices of surrounding destinations; expansion and diversification of tourism planning
Costs: conserve only existing infrastructure and products

Characteristics of the strong sustainability type or environment-led tourism
scenario

Status: tourism at its early stages
Criteria: environmental management utilization
Benefits: environmental quality; economic and employment growth; specialized

tourism destination
Costs: Only in circumstances lacking focus and commitment
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